The European Film Agency Directors’ (EFAD) Common Declaration in support of the proposed UNESCO Convention on Cultural Diversity

The European Film Agency Directors (EFADs) wish to affirm their unqualified support for the proposed draft Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions. 

The EFADs constitute an informal network of the national agencies responsible for implementing national film policies and for distributing support for film production and distribution in the 25 Member States of the European Union.

The EFADs are committed to enabling the European film sector to fulfil its important cultural role in the individual countries as well as in the world at large. The prerequisite for achieving this goal is the development and maintenance of vibrant film industries, sustained by national policies that support the production of films, promote the diversity of film cultures in the respective countries and secure exchange and co-operation between EU-countries and between EU and the world at large.  

The EFADs consider the adoption of the Convention by the UNESCO General Conference to constitute an important milestone in the development of policies at a national and international level that reconcile the legitimate right to the creation of individual cultural expressions and the sharing and access to both own cultures and the cultures from the rest of the world with the desire to removing barriers to the free movement of goods and services. 

The European Union, through the Commission and the Council of Ministers, has played a vital role in bringing the project of a Convention on Cultural Diversity to fruition. It has been in the forefront of the arguments to ensure that the principles set out in the Convention are taken into account in the course of the on-going global trade negotiations taking place under the auspices of the World Trade Organisation (WTO). 

The EFADs believe that the Convention offers a suitable context for the ongoing dialogue between the professionals of the film industry, as well as between their governments, to strengthen national cultures and co-operation between cultures.
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Signed by :

Österreichisches Filminstitut (Austria)

Centre du Cinéma et de l'Audiovisuel de la Communauté française (Belgium)

Vlaams Audiovisueel Fonds (Belgium)

Cultural Services of the Ministry of Education and Culture (Cyprus)

Czech Film Chamber (Czech Republic)

Danish Film Institute (Denmark)

Estonian Film Foundation (Estonia)

Filmförderungsanstalt (Germany)

Greek Film Centre (Greece)

Finnish Film Foundation (Finland)

Centre National de la Cinématographie (France)

National Film Office (Hungary)

Irish Film Board (Ireland)

Ministero per i Beni e le Attività Culturali - Direzione Generale per il Cinema (Italy)

National Film Centre (Latvia)

Ministry of Culture - Department for Arts (Lithuania)

Film Fund Luxembourg (Luxembourg) 

Maltese Film Commission (Malta)

Nederlands Fonds v.d. Film (Netherlands)

Ministry of Culture - Department for Cinema (Poland)

Instituto do Cinema Audiovisual e Multimedia (Portugal) 

Instituto de la Cinematografia y de las Artes Audiovisuales (Spain)

Ministry of Culture - Department for Cinema (Slovakia)

National Film Foundation (Slovenia)

Swedish Film Institut (Sweden)

UK Film Council (United Kingdom)
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