Introduction: John Woodward
The UK Film Council’s development of this event was underpinned by two things:

1) Recognising the scale of the opportunities that digital technology will open up to us over the next few years and recognising how that technology will broaden access, choice and participation in the culture that in different ways we are charged with representing and delivering.

2) The desire to create a framework to improve the quality of collaboration between the broadcasting sectors and the cultural sectors, encouraging the sharing of skills and resources to maximise public value.

Each of the host partners (UK Film Council, Arts Council England, British Film Institute, the Museums, Libraries and Archives Council and NESTA) wanted to stimulate debate on the future role of culture within broadcasting, particularly public service broadcasting; partly because of the obligations set out in the Communications Act and partly because of the role and responsibility of the BBC set out in its Charter.

We felt it important to also engage the private and commercial sector in order to ascertain where these two objectives can meet.  So, if you’ve got the public agencies on one side, the broadcasters on another, then the third side of the triangle must be the people who actually create and make the culture the other two sides are charged with nurturing and promoting. 

Accordingly, in the audience we have representatives from around 15 publicly funded cultural organisations as well as theatres, galleries, universities, production companies, individual artists, filmmakers and finally, representatives from the BBC, three other terrestrial broadcasters and Sky.

Two final points from me. Firstly, we are very keen that the tone of today is positive, the event is not designed in any way to be a ‘whinge fest’.  We want to start by recognising the kind of existing commitment that is out there and the really exciting creative work that is taking place across the board.

Secondly, we’ve invited you because of your particular insights and your expertise, to offer your suggestions to try and move this dialogue forward so it’s important that you speak up over the next hour or two.

